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Letters to the Editor 657 

hi. 

DEAR EDITOR: I want to say how pleased I was to have Miss Goodrich's 
address to the Army School of Nursing. Those of us who know Miss 
Goodrich, know how deeply she feels with and for the nursing profession, but 
that address must surely have been an inspiration to the younger women. I 
wish the pupils in every training school might have it, or that the superinten- 
dents would read it to them. In the February Journal I was pleased to see the 
article on Lip Reading, as it is something nurses should know about. I have 
studied it arid find it a great aid in helping me to see what is being said and also 
because of its bearing on one's mental attitude. I was always interested in meet- 
ings and organization work, but I had to discontinue attending them, as I heard 
so little. Now, while I do not get everything, I at least know something and can 
inquire more intelligently; I also find it better to concentrate attention on the 
speaker rather than allow my thoughts to dwell on my handicap. It makes me 
feel that, after all, everything is worth while. Lip reading has something the 
same relationship to deafness as eye glasses have to the impairment of sight. 
Pennsylvania M. A. P. 

HOURS OF DUTY 

DEAR EDITOR: Nursing hours are surely a problem, but if we all felt as 
E. E. N. does in the February issue, and advocated nothing more than 
12-hour duty, I should extend sympathy to the public, particularly the moderate 
purse which would be drained of $70 to $84 per week, plus the physician's fee, 
in case of an illness where nursing is required. True, if all 24-hour cases were 
such as she mentioned, when less than six hours' undisturbed sleep, and no recrea- 
tion is endured, one would have to develop an everlasting rather than a temporary 
stoicism, but we know such conditions are not always prevalent. I believe in 
self preservation and recreation, but I manage to have a great deal of that when 
off duty. No private duty nurse can, regardless of constitution, minister the 
whole time of 365 days per year. I, like a great many other nurses, rather like 
24-hour duty, and I have had some very favorable cases. When in a hospital, 
it is quite safe to leave a patient for the required time, likewise in a private 
home, there is generally somone who can do minor duties during the nurse's 
absence of time for rest and recreation. There are many chronic diseases, as 
we all know, and for this type of case whose duration is uncertain, an extra 
nurse would be rather a luxury. Acute infectious diseases, desperately ill med- 
ical and surgical cases, if cared for at home, and where life is at stake, without 
the slightest doubt require two nurses, and sometimes even three would not be 
superfluous. Now, instead of assuming the attitude of E. E. N., though she 
means well for us, let's say we'll let "circumstances alter cases." Speaking of 
church, I find in most instances, if an effort is made, unless with a very ill 
patient, when such service is "love to God through service," one can manage to 
get to church unless it be at a distance out of question. Generally the patient, 
on your leaving for church, requests you to say a prayer for him or her. Is 
this not so? 

Pennsylvania L. Z. 

NEED OF PEDIATRIC TRAINING FOR NURSES 

DEAR EDITOR: The need for pediatric nurses is becoming a problem to be 
solved. The medical world has at last been awakened to the fact that our 
next generation depends upon the proper care and treatment of the present. 



658 The American Journal of Nursing 

Institutions can render no greater service to a community than to prevent dis- 
eases and keep babies well; herein lies the solution of infant mortality. The 
great mass of the public, the educated as well as the uneducated, fail to fully 
understand the value of health, their responsibility in attaining it and their 
right to demand it. We rightly and willingly pay heavy taxes and expend vast 
sums for the education of our children, and yet what is education without health? 
There are thousands of children every year who fail to develop intellectually 
because they are physically unfit. We do find some very enlightened health 
officers, nurses or doctors, who are working to install better methods or procedures, 
but their efforts are mostly met with the cry, "It costs too much." Notwithstand- 
ing this, a great reduction has been made in the infant death rate, and splendid 
assistance has been given; but the question is, Are the institutions and training 
schools going to awaken to the fact that infant mortality cannot be kept down if 
we do not produce a nursing staff efficiently educated for the work? Our large 
and small institutions of today have the most marvelous surgical, medical and 
obstetrical departments, efficiently equipped, but go farther on and nearly always 
we find the children's department drifting along as best it can. The trained 
nurse on an average knows no more of pediatrics on receiving her diploma than 
does the intelligent mother who has had the care of her own children, simply 
because the training schools have not insisted upon affiliations with children's 
hospitals where the proper training can be obtained. Most all of our large insti- 
tutions of today have enough pediatrics to get their nurses over an examination 
of ten questions by the state examiners. Is this sufficient to qualify a trained 
nurse to care for sick children? The shortage of nurses for infant welfare work 
is getting to be a serious matter, but as long as the training schools do not 
demand a higher standard in their pediatric departments we cannot expect to 
fill the gap. As a general rule we hear nurses expressing themselves as not 
liking to care for sick children. I think this can be overcome by giving them a 
course in children's work. They do not like pediatrics simply because they 
haven't had the proper training in that line. We need faith in our cause, and 
perfect organization, to win in this fight; and if we have these fundamental 
qualifications, the world can be made safer for "better babies." 

Omaha, Nebraska M. I. H. 
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JOURNALS DESIRED 
ISS S. VIRGINIA THACKER, Lewis-Gale Hospital, Roanoke, Va., wishes 
a copy of the Journal for June, 1919. 



MISS H. A. CHICHESTER, 47 Court Street, White Plains, N. Y., will send 
to anyone paying postage, the following copies: November, 1905; June, 
1906; January through August, 1907. 

Mrs. M. J. Cosgrove, 1218 Marquette Drive, Detroit, will sell for 15 cents 
each: February, July, September through December, 1921; January through 
March, 1922. 



A Rhode Island nurse sends the following "howlers," not original; 

1. Q. "What is the function of the gastric juice?" 

A. "Gastric juice is secreted in the stomach. It is very useful for clean- 
ing carpets." 

2. Q. "Give some account of the circulation of the blood." 
A. "The blood runs up one leg and down the other." 



